September 20, 2012

| urge my colleagues to reject this baseless
and nakedly political resolution. Let's do the
business of the American people in an honest,
thoughtful, and proper way. | would remind my
Republican colleagues that you are entitled to
your own opinion, but you are not entitled to
your own facts. The facts are that the adminis-
tration’s proposal would increase work require-
ments and increase the ability of Americans to
get back to work. And here my Republican
colleagues are irresponsibly attempting to
block that action. Shame.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 788,
the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, and
was read the third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of House Joint Resolu-
tion 118 will be postponed.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of the joint reso-
lution (H.J. Res. 118) providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the
rule submitted by the Office of Family
Assistance of the Administration for
Children and Families of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services re-
lating to waiver and expenditure au-
thority under section 1115 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1315) with re-
spect to the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families program, will now re-
sume.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the joint
resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

———
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote incurs objection under clause
6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later.

————

STEM JOBS ACT OF 2012

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6429) to amend the Immigra-
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tion and Nationality Act to promote
innovation, investment, and research
in the United States, to eliminate the
diversity immigrant program, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6429

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “STEM Jobs
Act of 2012”.

SEC. 2. IMMIGRANT VISAS FOR CERTAIN
VANCED STEM GRADUATES.

(a) WORLDWIDE LEVEL OF IMMIGRATION.—
Section 201(d)(2) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(d)(2)) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘“(D)(i) In addition to the increase provided
under subparagraph (C), the number com-
puted under this paragraph for fiscal year
2013 and subsequent fiscal years shall be fur-
ther increased by the number specified in
clause (ii), to be used in accordance with
paragraphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b), ex-
cept that—

“(I) immigrant visa numbers made avail-
able under this subparagraph but not re-
quired for the classes specified in paragraphs
(6) and (7) of section 203(b) shall not be
counted for purposes of subsection (c¢)(3)(C);
and

‘(II) for purposes of paragraphs (1) through
(5) of section 203(b), the increase under this
subparagraph shall not be counted for pur-
poses of computing any percentage of the
worldwide level under this subsection.

‘“(ii) The number specified in this clause is
55,000, reduced for any fiscal year by the
number by which the number of visas under
section 201(e) would have been reduced in
that year pursuant to section 203(d) of the
Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central Amer-
ican Relief Act (8 U.S.C. 1151 note) if section
201(e) had not been repealed by section 3 of
the STEM Jobs Act of 2012.

“(iii) Immigrant visa numbers made avail-
able under this subparagraph for fiscal year
2013, but not used for the classes specified in
paragraphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b) in
such year, may be made available in subse-
quent years as if they were included in the
number specified in clause (ii), but only to
the extent to which the cumulative number
of petitions under section 204(a)(1)(F), and
applications for a labor certification under
section 212(a)(b)(A), filed in fiscal year 2013
with respect to aliens seeking a visa under
paragraph (6) or (7) of section 203(b) was less
than the number specified in clause (ii) for
such year. Such immigrant visa numbers
may only be made available in fiscal years
after fiscal year 2013 in connection with a pe-
tition under section 204(a)(1)(F'), or an appli-
cation for a labor certification under section
212(a)(5)(A), that was filed in fiscal year 2013.

‘“(iv) Immigrant visa numbers made avail-
able under this subparagraph for fiscal year
2014, but not used for the classes specified in
paragraphs (6) and (7) of section 203(b) during
such year, may be made available in subse-
quent years as if they were included in the
number specified in clause (ii), but only to
the extent to which the cumulative number
of petitions under section 204(a)(1)(F), and
applications for a labor certification under
section 212(a)(5)(A), filed in fiscal year 2014
with respect to aliens seeking a visa under
paragraph (6) or (7) of section 203(b) was less
than the number specified in clause (ii) for
such year. Such immigrant visa numbers
may only be made available in fiscal years
after fiscal year 2014 in connection with a pe-
tition under section 204(a)(1)(F), or an appli-
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cation for a labor certification under section
212(a)(5)(A), that was filed in fiscal year
2014.”’.

(b) NUMERICAL LIMITATION TO ANY SINGLE
FOREIGN STATE.—Section 202(a)(5)(A) of such
Act (8 U.S.C. 1152(a)(5)(A)) is amended by
striking ‘‘or (5)”’ and inserting ‘(5), (6), or
M.

(¢c) PREFERENCE ALLOCATION FOR EMPLOY-
MENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 203(b) of
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (8); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘(6) ALIENS HOLDING DOCTORATE DEGREES
FROM U.S. DOCTORAL INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGI-
NEERING, OR MATHEMATICS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Visas shall be made
available, in a number not to exceed the
number specified in section 201(d)(2)(D)(ii), to
qualified immigrants who—

‘(i) hold a doctorate degree in a field of
science, technology, engineering, or mathe-
matics from a United States doctoral insti-
tution of higher education;

‘“(ii) agree to work for a total of not less
than 5 years in the aggregate for the peti-
tioning employer or in the United States in
a field of science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics upon being lawfully admitted
for permanent residence; and

‘“(iii) have taken all doctoral courses in a
field of science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics, including all courses taken by
correspondence (including courses offered by
telecommunications) or by distance edu-
cation, while physically present in the
United States.

‘‘(B) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this
paragraph, paragraph (7), and sections
101(a)(15)(F)(1)(I) and 212(a)(5)(A)(1ii)(III):

‘(i) The term ‘distance education’ has the
meaning given such term in section 103 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1003).

‘‘(ii) The term ‘field of science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics’ means a field
included in the Department of Education’s
Classification of Instructional Programs tax-
onomy within the summary groups of com-
puter and information sciences and support
services, engineering, mathematics and sta-
tistics, and physical sciences.

‘“(iii) The term ‘United States doctoral in-
stitution of higher education’ means an in-
stitution that—

‘() is described in section 101(a) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1001(a)) or is a proprietary institution of
higher education (as defined in section 102(b)
of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1002(b)));

““(IT1) was classified by the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement of Teaching on
January 1, 2012, as a doctorate-granting uni-
versity with a very high or high level of re-
search activity or classified by the National
Science Foundation after the date of enact-
ment of this paragraph, pursuant to an appli-
cation by the institution, as having equiva-
lent research activity to those institutions
that had been classified by the Carnegie
Foundation as being doctorate-granting uni-
versities with a very high or high level of re-
search activity;

‘“(IIT) has been in existence for at least 10
years;

‘““(IV) does not provide any commission,
bonus, or other incentive payment based di-
rectly or indirectly on success in securing
enrollments or financial aid to any persons
or entities engaged in any recruitment or ad-
mission activities for nonimmigrant stu-
dents or in making decisions regarding the
award of student financial assistance to non-
immigrant students; and
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